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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

LASALLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 


KEVIN KRAMER, 


Petitioner, ) 


) 


v. 


JULIA EICKMEIER, 


) No. 15-F-153 


) 


Respondent. 

I 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS held in the above-entitled 
cause on November 9, 2015, before the HONORABLE MICHAEL 
C. JANSZ, Associate Circuit Judge of said Court, in his 
courtroom in the LaSalle County Courthouse. 


REPORTED BY: 

BETH M. BUTE, 

OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER, 
L.N. 083-002199, 

LaSalle Co. Courthouse, 
Ottawa, Illinois 61350 
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APPEARANCES . 


MR. ROBERT STEELE, 

ATTORNEY AT LAW, 

LaSalle Illinois, 

appearing on behalf of the Petitioner, 

Kramer. 


MR. JAMES DURKEE, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
Morris, Illinois, 


appearing on behalf of the 


Respondent, 


Eickmeier. 


Kevin 


Julia 


- 2 - 















1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


(At which time the following is held on the 
record in the courtroom.) 

THE COURT: Let the record reflect this is 
Kevin Kramer v. Julia Eickmeier, 15-F-153. 

This matter is before the Court for a hearing 
on a Petition for Rule to Show Cause and a Petition for 
Order of Protection. 

Would each counsel identify themselves and 
their clients for the record? 

MR. STEELE: Robert Steele for the petitioner, 
Kevin Kramer. 


MR. DURKEE: James Durkee for respondent, Julie 
Eickmeier, who is present in court. 

THE COURT: The matter was set today as a 
backup to another case that I have pending which is a 
custody case. I had a chance to speak with counsel 
earlier and advised them that my custody case is going 
to start this morning and go at least today and probably 
all day Thursday, when we set my custody case that I 
set first was set in July and part of the difficulty we 
have up here is we are busy and we have a lot of cases 
set so I will frequently set cases as a backup in case 
another case goes away, I can slot in another case so I 
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don't have any down time, but this other case that I had 
set does look like it's going to go. 

Now, it may only take two days. I had the 
underlying custody case set for today, Thursday and 
Friday, which are the same three days that I had given 
your attorneys. I'm hopeful you may be able to get in 
here on Friday, that we may be able to do this on 
Friday. 


that you not' 


So what I suggested to counsel is 
come Thursday, that you call my clerk in the afternoon, 
we will try to get a message as to whether or not it 
looks like you'11 be able to go on Friday and if you can 


, I ask that 


we will do the hearing Friday. And if not, 
counsel look at other dates where you may be number one 
as opposed to a backup so we can get it done. 

I know it gets frustrating for people but I can 
only do one thing at a time. I can't make myself be in 
two places at once. And we have a lot of people up here 
that want my time and every case is important equally to 
me, and I know this is the most important case in your 
life but I have to treat them all the same because 
everyone thinks their case is the most important case, 
understandably. And so I wanted to let you know what 
the status was since you've been here for a bit. Last 
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week I had a hearing set for three days and the parties 
settled it so I had a backup hearing set that I was 
ready to do. Now, unfortunately or fortunately, 
depending on your perspective, one of the parties had 
given birth so neither case went, but therein lies the 


difficulty in trying to schedule when you are dealing 
with variables that are beyond your control. 

So my best advice is let's see if we can't get 
this done on Friday. You don't need to come here 
Thursday. And I think counsel is going to talk to my 
clerk about some alternative dates in the event that we 
aren't able to get it done Friday. 

MR. DURKEE: I believe that January 6th was the 
next available date. We did put it in the order. 

THE COURT: All right. 

MR. STEELE: Judge, that does put us past 
Christmas. is there any chance of a date before 
Christmas? Because we are not getting visitation. 

THE COURT: That's why I asked you to talk to 
the clerk ahead of time which is for avoiding having 
this conversation on the record. 

MR. DURKEE: We could discuss it on Friday. 

THE COURT: I want -- I don't want the child to 
suffer over Christmas. I want the child's Christmas to’ 
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be as good as possible. If you need to figure it out 
then figure it out. 

Why don't you plan on being here Friday no 
matter what. Have your clients here no matter what and 
we will either have a hearing that day or we will see 
where we are as far as setting another court date. 
Hopefully, you'll be able to work something out. But I 
get a lot of people that want to come see me right 
around Christmas because people can't agree with what to 
do about their children. I hope this isn't one of them 
but it is an occupational reality. Between now and 
Christmas with me I will start getting emergency motions 
left and right from people that are unable to cooperate 
or agree about their children. I do the best to qet as 
many in as I can but I can only do one at a time. So we 
will enter the order that you had prepared and -- 
because that does strike the Thursday date, and if we 
have to change the January date we can do that on 
Friday. 

MR. STEELE: Thank you, Judge. 

(At which time court is adjourned relative to 
said cause.) 
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CERTIFICATE 




I, Beth M. Bute, duly appointed and qualified 
shorthand reporter of the Circuit Court of LaSalle 
County, Illinois, do hereby certify that the above and 


of the notes 
ence offered 
in the 


foregoing is a true and correct transcript 
taken by me in machine shorthand, and evid 
in said Court, in the matter of the Proof 
above-entitled matter, which testimony was taken on the 
date heretofore given, and I verily believe said notes 
to be correct and to be full and complete jtranscript of 
all the evidence offered or introduced in said matter. 


OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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